
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and 

therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

1 Alyssa Kilner (Guardianship)   Case No.  04CEPR00329 
Attorney   Teixeira, J. Stanley (for Alyssa Kilner – Former Minor – Petitioner) 

  

  Petition for Termination of Guardianship of the Estate 

 ALYSSA KILNER, Former minor, is 

Petitioner. 

 

MICHAEL L. KILNER and DEBRA KILNER, 

Paternal Grandparents, were 

appointed Guardians of the minor’s 

estate on 9/23/04.  

 

Petitioner states she has reached the 

age of majority and requests 

termination of the guardianship of the 

estate. Both guardians consent and 

waive notice of hearing. 

 

On 1/13/16, Ms. Kilner filed a Waiver of 

Account and Release of Guardian 

along with an Ex Parte Petition for 

Withdrawal of Funds from Blocked 

Account.  

 

On 1/14/16, the Court entered its Order 

for Withdrawal of Funds from Blocked 

Account. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Pursuant to Probate Code 

§2627, after a ward has reached 

majority, the ward may settle 

accounts with the guardian and give 

the guardian a release which is valid 

if obtained fairly and without undue 

influence. Except as otherwise 

provided by code, a guardian is not 

entitled to a discharge until one year 

after the ward was attained majority. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

3 Manuel Choperena Jr. (Estate)   Case No.  06CEPR00048 
Attorney   Keene, Thomas J 

  

  Probate Status Hearing RE:  Proof of Additional Bond 

DOD: 11/27/05 ANITA CHOPERENA is Administrator with 

bond of $150,000.00. 

 

On 1/21/16, the Court confirmed the 

sale of certain real property in Los 

Banos, CA, subject to ex parte request 

to vacate the prior sale. The Court set 

this status hearing for the filing of the 

additional bond in the amount of 

$550,000.00. 

 

Status Report filed 2/11/16 states the 

increase is not necessary until the 

closing of the sale of the real property. 

As of this writing, a certified copy of the 

order has been left with the title 

company for that sale, but the date of 

closing escrow has not been 

scheduled. There is no reason to believe 

the transaction will not take place; 

however, if it should, the personal 

representative would rather not have 

already paid for what might turn out to 

be an unnecessary increase in the 

amount of the bond. In any event, 

counsel for the personal representative 

will inform the probate examiner of the 

status of the closing before the status 

hearing takes place. 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Additional bond of $550,000.00 filed 

2/22/16. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

4 Jesse Felix Castro (CONS/PE)   Case No.  06CEPR01119 
Attorney   Perez, Holley H. (for Co-Conservator Barbara Castro) 

  

  Probate Status Hearing RE: Removal of Co-Conservator(s) 

 BARBARA CASTRO and JESSICA BURNETT, 

Daughters, are Co-Conservators of the Person. 

BARBARA CASTRO is sole Conservator of the 

Estate. 

 

On 1/13/16, the Court set this status hearing re: 

removal of co-conservator(s). 

 

Court Investigator Jennifer Young filed a report 

on 2/8/16.  

 

A Status Report was filed 1/13/16 by Co-

Conservator Barbara Castro.  

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

5 Susie L. Davis (CONS/PE)     Case No.  07CEPR00425 

 
Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Guardian, Conservator of the Person and Estate) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Termination of Proceeding for Deceased Conservatee 

DOD: 7/19/2015 PUBLIC GUARDIAN was appointed Conservator of the 

Person and Estate on 6/14/2007. 

Conservatee died 7/19/2015. 

Notice of Status Hearing filed 1/5/2016 set this hearing on 

2/25/2016 for the termination of proceedings for the 

deceased conservatee. 

Clerk’s Certificate of Mailing shows notice was mailed to 

the Public Guardian and County Counsel on 1/5/2016.  

Status Report Re: Filing of the Second and Final Account 

filed 2/19/2016 states: 

 The Public Guardian is short-staffed; one of the 

support staff suddenly retired for medical reasons, 

and that person has not been replaced; 

 Although the Public Guardian intends on replacing 

this person, the County’s recruitment period is usually 

at least 3 months from the time the vacancy occurs 

to the time it is filled; 

 The person who prepares the necessary documents 

for accounts is currently covering both her duties and 

the duties of the other staff member who retired; 

therefore, she is unable to get all the accounts done 

that need to be done before the scheduled status 

hearings; 

 Furthermore, there have been a large number of 

accounts set for status hearings, which makes it even 

harder for her to get to all of them; 

 In addition, where applicable, her services are 

needed to correct errors and discrepancies found by 

the Probate Examiners in the accounts that are being 

heard; 

 Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the next 

status hearing for this matter be set no sooner than 90 

days from the date of this status hearing. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

1. Pursuant to Local 

Rule 7.5(B), need 

proof of notice of 

the Status Report 

filed 2/19/2016 to 

PATRICIA DAVIS, 

daughter, per 

Request for 

Special Notice 

filed 6/25/2007. 

 

2. Need final 

account pursuant 

to CA Rule of 

Court 7.1052(c). 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

6 Alex Gutierrez (CONS/PE)    Case No.  09CEPR00910 
Attorney   Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian) 

  

 Probate Status Hearing RE: Termination of Proceeding for Deceased Conservatee 

 PUBLIC GUARIDAN is Conservator of the 

Person and Estate. 

 

On 1/5/16, the Court set this status 

hearing re termination of proceeding 

for deceased Conservatee. 

 

Status Report filed 2/19/16 states the 

Public Guardian is short-staffed. The 

person who prepares necessary 

documents for accounts is currently 

covering both her duties and duties of 

staff who retired, and is unable to get 

all accounts done for the scheduled 

status hearings. Furthermore, there has 

been a large number of accounts set 

for status hearings, which makes it 

harder for her to get to all of them and 

correct errors and discrepancies found 

by Probate Examiners in accounts that 

are being heard. 

 

Therefore, it is respectfully requested 

that the next status hearing for this 

matter be set no sooner than 90 days 

from this date. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need final account and petition 

for termination of conservatorship. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

7 Polita O. Lopez (CONS/PE) Case No. 10CEPR00521 
  

 Attorney  Heather H. Kruthers (for Petitioner Public Guardian, Conservator) 

 

 (1) Third Account Current and Report of Conservator and (2) Petition for  

 Allowance of Compensation to Conservator and Attorney 

 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator of the 

Person and Estate, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 8/1/2013 – 11/30/2015 

Accounting  - $130,612.75 

Beginning POH - $ 58,268.05 

Ending POH  - $ 36,244.79 

    (all cash) 

  

Conservator  - $2,349.60 

(17.35 Deputy hours @ $96/hr and 9.00 Staff 

hours @ $76/hr;) 

Attorney  - $2,500.00 

(per Local Rule, $1,250.00/year for 2 years, 

including for sale of real property.) 

 

Bond fee  - $332.08 (OK) 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Approving, allowing and settling the  

Third Account; 

2. Authorizing the conservator and 

attorney fees and commissions; and 

3. Authorizing payment of the bond fee. 

 

Court Investigator’s Report filed 8/4/2015. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: If the Petition is granted, 

Court will set a status hearing 

as follows: 

 

 Tuesday, January 30, 2018 

at 9:00 a.m. in Dept. 303 for 

filing of the fourth account. 

 

Pursuant Local Rule 7.5, if the 

document noted above is filed 

10 days prior to the date listed, 

the hearing will be taken off 

calendar and no appearance 

will be required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

8 Randi Taylour Robinson-Cervantes (GUARD/PE)   Case No. 10CEPR00724 
Attorney   Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian – Guardian of the Estate) 
  

 Second Account Current and Report of Successor Guardian and Petition for Allowance 

  NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 

 
Amended Second Account 

filed 1/27/16 is set for hearing 

on 3/8/16. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

11 Rick Brannon, Sr. (CONS/PE)   Case No.  13CEPR00330 
 

Attorney   Teixeira, J. Stanley (Court appointed attorney for Conservatee – Petitioner) 
 

    Petition for Compensation 

 J. STANLEY TEIXEIRA, Court appointed 

attorney for Conservatee, is Petitioner. 

 

The FRESNO COUNTY PUBLIC GUARDIAN 

was appointed Conservator of the 

Person and Estate on 5/29/13.  

 

The Conservatee filed a Petition for 

Termination of Conservatorship on 

10/20/15, which was granted on 

12/8/15. 

 

Petitioner requests fees in connection 

with his services to the Conservatee 

including visits, investigating his needs, 

consulting with care providers, 

investigating alternatives to 

conservatorship, petitioning for 

termination of the conservatorship, 

appearance at hearings, and successful 

termination.   

 

Petitioner requests payment in the total 

amount of $3,435.00. 

Petitioner states his standard hourly rate 

for services is $275.00. The reasonable 

value of the services described is 

$3,560.00. He is informed that to file this 

petition, he will need to submit a filing 

fee in the amount of $435.00.  

 

Attached are numerous billing 

statements indicating 12.5 total hours @ 

$250/hour. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

12 James H. Walker (CONS/PE)   Case No.  13CEPR00881 
Attorney   Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian) 

  

 Probate Status Hearing RE: Termination of Proceeding for Deceased Conservatee 

 PUBLIC GUARIDAN is Conservator of the 

Person and Estate. 

 

On 1/5/16, the Court set this status 

hearing re termination of proceeding 

for deceased Conservatee. 

 

Status Report filed 2/18/16 states the 

Public Guardian is short-staffed. The 

person who prepares necessary 

documents for accounts is currently 

covering both her duties and duties of 

staff who retired, and is unable to get 

all accounts done for the scheduled 

status hearings. Furthermore, there has 

been a large number of accounts set 

for status hearings, which makes it 

harder for her to get to all of them and 

correct errors and discrepancies found 

by Probate Examiners in accounts that 

are being heard. 

 

Therefore, it is respectfully requested 

that the next status hearing for this 

matter be set no sooner than 90 days 

from this date. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

2. Need final account and petition 

for termination of conservatorship. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

13 John-David Mercer Schofield (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00988 
 

Atty Markeson, Thomas; Harris, Richard (for Administrator Kevin Gunner) 
 

 Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account and/or Petition for Final Distribution 

DOD: 10/29/2013  KEVIN GUNNER, Attorney at Law, was appointed 

Administrator with Will Annexed with Full IAEA authority 

with bond of $384,000.00 on 2/11/2014. 

 

Proof of Bond was filed 2/21/2014. 

 

Letters issued on 2/24/2014. 

  

Pursuant to Probate Code § 8800(b), Final Inventory and 

Appraisal was filed 7/17/2014 showing an estate value 

of $888,465.61. 

Pursuant to Probate Code § 12200, first account and/or 

petition for final distribution was due 2/24/2015. 

Minute Order dated 2/11/2014 from the hearing on the 

petition for letters of administration set this status hearing 

on 4/10/2015 for filing of the first account and/or 

petition for final distribution. 

 

Status Report on Final Distribution filed 2/18/2016 by 

Attorney Markeson for the Administrator states: 

 This estate is not yet ready for distribution, and is likely 

insolvent; 

 The Administrator has sold all personal and real 

property of the estate; some personal items have 

not yet been picked up or paid for; 

 Administrator is in possession of cash of ~$50,000.00; 

 They have begun preparing the accounting 

schedules; 

 The estate is also a named defendant in the matter 

of Diocese of San Joaquin and The Episcopal 

Church v. Shofield (08CECG01425); the defendants 

have appealed to the Fifth District Court of Appeal; 

the case has been fully briefed; 

 Oral argument has been scheduled for 3/9/2016; 

 Pursuant to Court rules, a final decision due no more 

than 90 days thereafter; 

 Accordingly, he requests this matter be continued to 

6/23/2016 in order for that matter to be resolved and 

the Court to issue its decision. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 

8/6/2015. Minute 

Order states 

continued at the 

request of counsel. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

14 Clifford Elias Gammel (Estate)   Case No.  14CEPR00040 
Attorney   Rinehart, Rusty (of Campbell, CA, for Administrator Craig Gammel) 

  

 Amended First and Final Account and Report of Administrator and Petition for Its  Settlement, 

for Allowance of Compensation to Administrator and Attorney for Ordinary  Services and for Final 

Distribution 

DOD: 9/16/13 CRAIG GAMMEL, Nephew and 

Administrator with Full IAEA with 

bond of $270,000.00, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 5/20/14 – 10/31/15 

Accounting:  $479,447.65 

Beginning POH:  $465,990.11 

Ending POH:  $458,588.61 (cash) 

 

Administrator (statutory): $12,584.83 

 

Attorney (statutory): $12,584.83 

 

Closing: $2,500.00 

 

Distribution pursuant to intestate 

succession:  

 

Ella Sift: $86,183.79 (20%) 

Loretta Deel: $86,183.79 (20%) 

Donald Gammel: $86,183.79 (20%) 

Robert Gammel: $86,183.79 (20%) 

Michael Gammel: $43,091.89 (10%) 

Craig Gammel: $43,091.89 (10%) 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

15 Robert Joseph Ribeiro (Estate)   Case No.  14CEPR00111  
Attorney   Nelson, Christina Gallagher (of San Francisco, for Jenebie Lazo and Jeremiah Ribeiro) 

  

  Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account or Petition for Final Distribution 

       

DOD: 9/13/13   NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Petition for Final Distribution 

filed 2/11/16 is set for hearing 

on 3/23/16. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

16 Tommie George McNeely (Estate) Case No.  15CEPR00030 
Attorney: Gregory J. Roberts (for Petitioner Gerald McNeely) 

   

 First and Final Account of Executor and Petition for Its Settlement; for  Allowance of 

Fees and for Final Distribution 

DOD: 12/16/14 GERALD McNEELY, Executor, is 

petitioner.  

 

Account period: 12/16/14 – 10/15/15 

 

Accounting   - $344,577.30 

Beginning POH - $344,062.22 

Ending POH  - $305,898.05 

 

Executor  - $9,251.55 

$8,176.55 (statutory, less $1,075.00 paid 

to Robert Folk, Esq. for informal 

assistance to executor with probate.) 

 

Attorney  - $9,251.55 

(statutory) 

 

Attorney X/O  - $1,694.00 

(for sale of real property per itemization 

and declaration 6.05 hours @ $280/hr) 

 

Closing   - $2,000.00  

 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s Will, 

is to: 

 

Peggy McNeely-Deas - $66,754.83 

Virginia Taylor  - $50,073.22 

Gerald McNeely - $83.436.45 

Earline McNeely - $83.436.45 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Disbursement schedule shows 

payments totaling $1,075.00 to 

Robert Folk, Esq. for informal 

assistance to executor with 

probate.  This appears to be in 

violation of Probate Code 

§10810 and California Rules of 

Court, Rule 7.770 stating there 

shall be no compensation paid 

to the attorney in advance of 

a court order.  The fees paid to 

Mr. Folk are in addition to the 

statutory requested by Mr. 

Roberts. Therefore total 

attorney fees are in excess of 

the statutory fees in violation of 

Probate Code §10813. – 

Petitioner states she will deduct 

the payment to the attorney 

from her statutory fees. – Order 

has been interlineated.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

18 Charlotte Marie Inman (Estate)   Case No.  15CEPR00279 
Administrator   Bickel, Bruce (Pro Per Administrator) 

 

  Probate Status Hearing RE:  Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 1/23/15 BRUCE BICKEL was appointed 

Administrator with Full IAEA with bond of 

$215,000.00 on 9/23/15. 

 

Bond was filed 10/6/15 and Letters 

issued 10/9/15. 

 

At the hearing on 9/23/15, the Court set 

this status hearing for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal. 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Inventory and Appraisal 

per Probate Code §8800 or 

written status report per Local 

Rule 7.5. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

21 John Martin Gonsalves (Estate)   Case No.  15CEPR00780 
Attorney   Bagdasarian, Gary G. 

  

   

  Probate Status Hearing Status Re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

Age:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Final I&A filed 2/22/16 

DOD: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

22 Hazel Patton (CONS/PE)    Case No.  15CEPR00797 

 
Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Guardian, Conservator of the Person and Estate) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
Final Appraisal of Estate filed 

2/18/2016 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, February 25, 2016 

24 Georgette Salazar (GUARD/P)    Case No.  15CEPR00969 
Petitioner: Maria de la Luz Rangel (pro per)  

   

  Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

 THERE IS NO TEMPORARY.  No temporary 

was requested.  

 

MARIA DE LA LUZ RANGEL, maternal 

grandmother, is petitioner.  

 

Please see petition for details.  

 

Court Investigator Report filed on 

11/23/15  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 1/14/16.  Minute 

order states Examiner notes provided 

in open court.  As of 2/23/15 the 

following issues remain:  

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service of 

the Notice of Hearing along with 

a copy of the Petition or Consent 

and Waiver of Notice or 

Declaration of Due Diligence on: 

a. Georgette Salazar (minor) 

b. Mayela Juarez (mother) – 

unless the court dispenses with 

notice.  
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